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4. Hear the word of Hashem, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel;
5. Thus said Hashem, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they have gone
far from me, and have walked after vanity, and have become themselves worthless? 6.
And they did not say, Where is Hashem who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, who
led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of
drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and
where no man dwelt? 7. And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat its fruit and its
goodness; but when you entered, you defiled my land, and made my heritage an
abomination. 8. The priests did not say, Where is Hashem? and they who handle the
Torah knew me not; the rulers also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied
by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit. 9. Therefore I will yet plead with you,
says Hashem, and with your children’s children will I plead. 10. For cross over to the
islands of Kittim, and see; and send to Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there is
such a thing. 11. Has a nation changed their gods, even though they are no gods? but my
people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. 12. Be astonished, O you
heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be greatly appalled, said Hashem. 13. For my
people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters,
and dug cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 14. Is Israel a
servant? Is he a homeborn slave? Why has he become a prey? 15. The young lions roared
against him, they roared loudly, and they made his land a waste; his cities are burned,
without inhabitant. 16. Also the people of Noph and Tahpanhes have broken the crown of
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your head. 17. Have you not done this to yourself, in that you have forsaken Hashem your
Elokim, when he led you on the way? 18. And now what do you gain by going to Egypt?
To drink the waters of Sihor? Or what do you gain by going to Assyria? To drink the
waters of the river? 19. Your own wickedness shall correct you, and your backslidings
shall reprove you; know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that you have
forsaken Hashem your Elokim, and that my fear is not in you, says Hashem Elokim of
hosts. 20. For long ago I have broken your yoke, and burst your bonds; and you said, I
will not transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree you bowed
down playing the harlot. 21. And I had planted you a noble vine, wholly a right seed; how
then have you turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine to me? 22. For though
you wash you with lye, and use much soap, yet the stain of your iniquity is before me,
said Hashem Elokim. 23. How can you say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after
Baalim? See your way in the valley, know what you have done; you are a restive young
camel doubling back on its tracks; 24. A wild ass used to the wilderness, sniffing the wind
in its desire; in its lust who can turn it away? All those who seek it need not weary
themselves; in its month they shall find it. 25. Withhold your foot from being unshod, and
your throat from thirst; but you said, There is no hope; no; for I have loved strangers,
and after them will I go. 26. As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of
Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets, 27.
Who say to a piece of wood, You are my father; and to a stone, You have brought me
forth; for they have turned their back to me, and not their face; but in the time of their
trouble they will say, Arise, and save us. 28. But where are your gods that you have made
for yourself? Let them arise, if they can save you in the time of your trouble; for as many
as your cities are your gods, O Judah.

4. Will you not from this time cry to me: My father, you are the guide of my youth?

[4] 1. If you will return, O Israel, says Hashem, return to me; and if you will put away
your abominations out of my sight, and do not waver, 2. And if you swear, Hashem lives,
in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him,
and in him shall they glory.

4. Oigan la palabra de Hashem, oh casa de Jacob, y todas las familias de la casa de Israel;
5. Asi dijo Hashem: éQué iniquidad han encontrado en mi vuestros padres, que se han
alejado de mi, y han andado tras la vanidad, y se han vuelto ellos mismos inutiles? 6. Y
no dijeron: ¢Dénde estd Hashem, que nos hizo subir de la tierra de Egipto, que nos
condujo por el desierto, por una tierra desierta y despoblada, por una tierra seca y de
sombra de muerte? , a través de una tierra por la que ningln hombre pasd, y donde
ningun hombre habitd? 7. Y os traje a una tierra fértil, para que comieseis de su fruto y de
su bondad; pero cuando entrasteis, contaminasteis mi tierra, e hicisteis de mi heredad
una abominacion. 8. Los sacerdotes no dijeron, ¢Dénde estd Hashem? y los que manejan
la Torda no me conocieron; también los principes se rebelaron contra mi, y los profetas
profetizaron en Baal, y anduvieron tras cosas que no aprovechan. 9. Por tanto, todavia
suplicaré con vosotros, dice Hashem, y con los hijos de vuestros hijos suplicaré. 10. Para
pasar a las islas de Kittim, y ver; y envialo a Cedar, y considera con diligencia, y ve si hay
tal cosa. 11. ¢Ha cambiado una nacion sus dioses, aunque no sean dioses? pero mi pueblo
ha cambiado su gloria por lo que no aprovecha. 12. Asombraos, oh cielos, de esto, y
tened un miedo terrible, aterrorizaos en gran manera, dijo Hashem. 13. Porque mi pueblo
ha cometido dos males; me han dejado a mi, fuente de aguas vivas, y se han cavado
cisternas, cisternas rotas que no retienen el agua. 14. ¢Es Israel un siervo? ¢Es un esclavo
nacido en casa? ¢Por qué se ha convertido en una presa? 15. Los leoncillos rugieron
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contra él, rugieron con fuerza, y convirtieron su tierra en una desolacién; sus ciudades
estan quemadas, sin habitantes. 16. También la gente de Noph y Tahpanhes han roto la
coronilla de tu cabeza. 17. {No te has hecho esto a ti mismo, dejando a Hashem tu
Elokim, cuando te guiaba por el camino? 18. ¢Y ahora qué ganas yendo a Egipto? éPara
beber las aguas de Sihor? éO qué ganas yendo a Asiria? ¢Para beber las aguas del rio? 19.
Tu propia maldad te corregird, y tus rebeliones te censuraran; Conoce, pues, y ve que es
cosa mala y amarga que hayas dejado a Hashem tu Elokim, y que mi temor no esté en ti,
dice Hashem Elokim de los ejércitos. 20. Porque hace tiempo quebré tu yugo, y rompi tus
ataduras; y dijiste: No transgrediré; cuando sobre todo monte alto y bajo todo arbol
frondoso te inclinabas prostituyéndote. 21. Y os habia plantado una vid noble, toda una
semilla derecha; ¢Cémo, pues, te has vuelto para mi una planta degenerada de una vid
extrana? 22. Porque aunque os lavéis con lejia, y uséis mucho jabdén, la mancha de
vuestra iniquidad esta delante de mi, dijo Hashem Elokim. 23. ¢Cdmo puedes decir, no
estoy contaminado, no he ido tras Baalim? Mira tu camino en el valle, conoce lo que has
hecho; eres un camello joven e inquieto que vuelve sobre sus huellas; 24. Un asno
montés acostumbrado al desierto, olfateando el viento en su deseo; en su lujuria, {quién
podra apartarlo? Todos aquellos que lo buscan no necesitan cansarse; en su mes la
hallaran. 25. Evita que tu pie esté descalzo, y tu garganta de la sed; pero tu dijiste: No
hay esperanza; No; porque he amado a los extranos, y tras ellos iré. 26. Como se
averglienza el ladrén cuando es hallado, asi se averglienza la casa de Israel; ellos, sus
reyes, sus principes, sus sacerdotes y sus profetas, 27. Que dicen a un trozo de madera:
TG eres mi padre; y a una piedra, me sacaste; porque me han vuelto la espalda, y no el
rostro; pero en el tiempo de su angustia dirdn: Levantate, y salvanos. 28. Pero, ¢{ddnde
estan tus dioses que te has hecho? Que se levanten, si pueden salvarte en el tiempo de tu
angustia; porque tantas como tus ciudades son tus dioses, oh Juda.

4. ¢No me gritaras desde ahora: Padre mio, eres el guia de mi juventud?

[4] 1. Si vuelves, oh Israel, dice Hashem, vuelve a mi; y si quitareis de delante de mi
vuestras abominaciones, y no vacilaréis, 2. Y si jurareis, Vive Hashem, en verdad, en
juicio, y en justicia; y las naciones se bendeciran en él, y en él se gloriaran.
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